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and that we can get on perfectly well without
him; (2) a huffy and slighted feeling that he
should have been able to dispense with us so
easily, and considerable vexation at his being
so happy; (3) a total absence of any power of
dealing with the little abrupt ill-considered re-
marks that lead to squabbles. The fact is that
Chris ha$ spoilt us about this; if such things
were said, he always intervened; and if there
was any venomous intention in the words, he
always took it as directed against himself, and
laughed it away, I can hear his soft, rather
husky voice saying at one of Lady Northover's
stiletto-pricks, not intended for him at all, " Oh,
I think you are a little hard on me*" But now
the thrusts go home. (4) There is no one now
for anyone to confide in. A grievance was
always confided to Chris, and he used to explain
(with extreme insincerity) that no harm was
meant. (5) No one now hands on the little
creditable and friendly things that were said
behind people's backs. Chris was very good at
this.

Then Lady Jane has lost her spring. She
has a way of staring at nothing in particular,
with her mouth down at the ends, like a gold-
fish in an aquarium, and saying, " Who is there
now to ask about this $9S which is entirely ex-
asperating ; and Gladys Holmes looks ten years